Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


DeJean Family History 
arte dat sag 
Sa a : 
Pasea proba, Pre 39SCT 
Fhe 2Y 93 LOUIS PAUL AND JULIA A. BLANCHARD DeJEAN 


Louis Paul DeJean was born in New Orleans. Louisiana on 
August 18, 1859, a member of an aristocratic French family 
and had many advantages of education and social position. He 
was the son of Valsin DeJean who was born in 1815 in 
Bordeaux, France, date of death June 13, 1872, buried in New 
Orleans, La. His mother, Marguerite Corles (?), was born in 
Galway, Ireland, date of birth 1824, date of death January 
15, 1903, buried in St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, New Orleans 
La. : 


Louis Paul married Julia A. Blanchard in 1879. She was 
born in New Orleans, Louisiana December 5, 1857, the daughter 
of Pierre and Mary Haley Blanchard, dates of birth and death 
unknown. They are buried in Greenwood Cemetery. Pascagoula. 
Massissippd . From this union was born an only child. a son, 
Valsin Pierre DeJean on March 27, 1881 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 


Louis Paul and family moved to Pascagoula, ‘Mississippi 
in 1884 and estabiished the big ship chandlery and general 
merchantile business with his brother-sin-law, Edmond 
Mitchell, a French Canadian who had prospered in the 
stevedoring business, but was never an active partner. 

They (?) erected the! two-story, 60 X 120 foot building at the 
corner of Krebs Avenue and Cedar Street, (later changed to 
Frederick St.} and through its big front door the populace 
entered to bou whatever the world's markets afforded. Owe ot 
the back doors. and from warehouses subsequently added, went 
soft, hard and edible merchandise to be delivered locally and 
to Moss Point and Escatawpa. in five horsedrawn wagons. 

Older residents of Pascagoula can recall the dependence 
everyone put on the “general store" for every need of "man or 
beast” before retail merchandising became specialized. and 
they remember one of the best and largest in this area. the 
DeJean and Mitchell Company, where one could buy anything 
from a "needle to an anchor", or one oldster put it, and you 
could get it on credit too. Mr. (?) DeJean bought canned 
vegetables, principally tomatoes, in carload lots, and 
supplied smaller stores. The store was a monument to his 
energy and business abilities. He was a wide-awake and 
progressive business man and citizen, and was always readv to 
de his part in anything for the upbuilding of Pascagoula and 
Jackson County. He was loyal to his friends, scrupulously 
honest in his business and private affairs, kind hearted. and 
but for him. many a poor family in this community might have 
felt the stress of hunger. Louis Paul DeJean, oldest 
merchant and leading citizen, died July 15, 1915. Jad, a, 
Blanchard DeJean died on July 20, 1912. They were both buried 
in Greenwood Cemetery in Pascagoula, Mississippi. 
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The Louis Paul DeJean family were all members of Our 
Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church, Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. 
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Valsin Pierre was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 
March 27, 1881, the only child of Louis Paul and Julia A. 
Blanchard DeJean. He moved to Pascagoula, Mississippi with 
his parents in 1884. He received his education in 
Pascagoula, Miss., New Orleans, La. and Louisville, Kentucky. 


V.P. DeJean married Mary S. Munday on December 16. 1908. 
Mrs. DeJean was born on December 31, 1883, in Gloster, 
Mississippi, the daughter of George W. (?) Munday, Jr., (date 
of birth unknown, date of death December 23, 1904) - and 
Helen Mornes (?) Munday (date of birth unknown; date of death 
May 6, 1894). They are both buried in Clinton, Louisiana. 
After her mother's death Mrs. DeJean was reared in Clinton, 
Louisiana by her paternal grandparents, Major and Mrs. George 
W. Munday, Sr. ° 


The family residence at 3603 North Frederic Street, 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567-3104, was built in 1906. After 
the honeymoon in 1908 the DeJeans moved into their new home, 
where they resided all their married life. 


After graduation from college Valsin Pierre was in the 
mercantiile business with his father, Louis Paul, as an 
accountant, until 1915. During this time his parents had a 
big dinner for all the employees every Saturday night in 
their home above the store. After Louis Paul's's death in 
1915, the store door was closed. 


Valsin Pierre waas city commissioner and tax collector 
for the city of Pascagoula over 30 year. He too was a 
progressive business man and citizen and was always ready to 
do his part in everything for the upbuilding of Pascagoula 
and Jackson County. 


He was a charter member of the Knights of Columbus, 
Chapter 1605, installed on February 19 (?) 1914; was a 2nd 
Grand Knight 1912-1913: 4th Degree in 1914; charter member of 
Catholic Knights of America, B.P.O. Elks Lodge, Chapter 1120, 
and Woodmen of the World. He served as an officer in each of 
these organizations. 


'Valsin Pierre and Mary Munday DeJean were blessed with 
five children; 3 boys and 2 girls as follows: 


Valsin Louis Munday, born February 6, 1911, married 
Myrtle Stanovich, Biloxi, Miss. in June, 1946. They had five 
children, 4 boys (2 were stillborn and buried in Machpelah 
Cemetery in Oct. 1947 and Oct. 1955), Valisin Alan, born in 
1949, Sept. 20, George Brian, born in 1957, Nov. 5. and one 
daughter. Jean Patricia, born on Feb. 11, 1953; died on Dec. 
17, 1972, buried in Machpelah Cemetery. 
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Morris McVea, born May 5, 1918, married Fern Demoran, 
Biloxi, Miss. in July 1941. They had two children, one boy 
and.one girl: Brenda Sue (Corvert ?) born on Oct. 13, 1942, 
and Morris McVea, Jr., born on June 14, 1950. Morris died on 
July 20, 1980, buried in San Mateo, California. 


Vernon Pierre, born February 16, 1921, married Christine 
West in January 1942. They had 3 children, 2 boys and one 
girl. Heywood Vernon, born Aug. 4, 1943; Wayne Pierre. born 
Oct. 7, 1948, died by drowning July 27, 1967, buried in 
Machpelah Cemetery & Sharon Christine, born Jan. 4, 1954. 
Vernon Pierre was Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus 1948- 
1951, State Advocate 1950, 1952, State Secretary 1959, State 
Deputy 1959-1960. He died on July 10, 1972 and was buried in 
Machpelah Cemetery. 


Julia Mae Helen, born November 7, 1912, still residing 
in family residence. 


Marguerite Elizabeth, born November 18, 1915, died June 
10, 1982 in Memphis, Tennessee, buried in Greenwood Cemetery, 
Pascagoula, Miss. 


An oil painting of "The Soldiers Dream" owned by Valsin 
Pierre DeJean, brought to Jackson County by his maternal 
grandmother, Mary Haley Blanchard, in 1866, whose mother had 
brought it from Cork, Ireland, to Harleen, New York. Mrs. 
Blanchard's former home, more than 100 years ago, is still 
hanging in the family residence in Pascagoula. 


Valsin Pierre was loyal to his friends, scrupulously 
honest in his business and private affairs and kind-hearted. 
After recovering from a heart attack on May 22, 1953, Mr. 
DeJean retired from his position with the city of Pascagoula 
on July ist. He planned an extended vacation with Mrs. 
DeJean - a sescond honeymoon so-to-speak, to San Mateo, 
California for a visit with their son, Morris and family. 
then as far as Alaska, he developed medical problems four 
days after arriving in California, and was in the hospital 
for tests, where he died suddenly from a massive heart attack 
on August 27, 1953, in San Mateo, California. His remains 
were brought back home to Pascagoula, Mississippi. He was 72 
years of age, he was buried in Greenwood Cemetery on Sept. l, 
LOS 38 Mrs. DeJean survived her husband by nine years, dying 
on October 11, 1962, at 78 years of age. She was buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery.°Mr. and Mrs. DeJean and their five 
children were all members of Our Lady of Victories Catholic 


Church. 
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The Family of Louis David Guidry (continued) 


‘Pierre Treville Guidry was born 21 April 1791, 

baptized 2 Dec. 1794 with Oliver Guidry and Marie 

Borda as Godparents. (Opelousas Church Vol. 1, p.124) 

He married Marie Adelaide Bernard d/o Jean Bernard 

and Marguerite Broussard on the 3 Sept. 1811 in 

St. Martinville, La (Vol. 5, #222) and died 10 Dec.1837 
in Grand Coteau, La. (Vol.1, p.46) and his succession 
#938 was filed in the Opelousas Court House 19 June 1839. 


Jean Baptiste Guidry was born on Christmas Day 1794 
ana baptized on 9 August 1795 with Baptise Guidry 
and Francis Nessat as Godparents. He was buried 
on Feb, 1801 (Opelousas Church, Vol 1, p.50 ) 


Marie Guidry was born 29 August 1797 and is recorded 
in the Opelousas Church (Vol. 1, p. 209) married 
Pierre Bossier s/o Pierre Bossier and Marguerite 
Borne in 1810 (Qpelousas Ch. Vol. 1, p.207) and 
died on 23 March 1821 leaving five small children. 
Her death is recorded in Vol. 1, p.6 in Grand 
Coteau, La. and her succession #256 is in the 
Opelousas Court House, 


Arsene Guidry born 4 ire tts (Oped. Ch. gol. 1, 

P, 232) married Woseph ReiSas D an s/ lartholome 
d Mary Boisd ] - in Opslousae, 

She died 16 Aug 1833 in Grand Coteau, La. and her 

succession dated 18 June 1836 is in the St. Martin 

Court House # 809. Arsene Guidry Dejean left six 

Minors: Damonville, Ismene, Josephine, Lodiska, 

Elise and Felicianne. 


Augustine Guidry was baptized 26 July 1801 at the 
church in Opelousas (Vol. 1, p.248) and married 
Melanie Martin d/o Marin Martin and Anne Dugas 

in St. Martinville (Vol. 6, #43) 2 June 1817. 
Melanie Martin died at 35 years on 19 April 1838. 


Emilie (Emelie, Melite) Guidry was born on 

5 June 1802(SM Ch. Vol6, #121) and married Alexandre 
Dugas s/o Pierre Dugas and Anne Thibodaux on 

16 Sept. 1817 in the Opelousas Church. Alexandre Dugas 
died 28 March 1835 and =melie remarried to Andre 
Martin, Esq. 7 Jan. 1839 in the Lafayette Court 

House records, marriage #150, Emelie died on 30 Sept. 
1867 (Laz. Ch. Vol. 4 0.132) and her succession 

is dated 22 Nov. 1867 at Lafayette Court House. 
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UNDERTAKER’S CERTIFICATE OF DEATH. 


Hed, with ink, signed ey the 


All the blanks on this form must be accurately 
Ificate,” at the office of the 


Undertaker, and delivered with the ‘Physician's Cer 
Board of Health, within twenty-four hours after TH 
WHOM IT RELATES. 


JEATH OF THE PERSON TO 


Name in full .. 


Pla 


Wain@ Of NOME? saiaess sa ameiedeasazinees wend ss Place of Bisthy x.s.6 ns x00 asa bostcce he wists 


Place of ne ee Prthecacca nro. wpalporexe MODE cscs s sane DAY x ea 


Name of Physician hl toc, 


To be Interred in .... 


Date of Certificate ............ 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF MOBILE 
RETURN OF A DEATH 


PHYSICIAN'S CERTIFICATE OF DEATH. 


Physicians are reminded of the importance of filling out these certificates prom] 
ly and accurately, a8 without them no interments can be made—and they are tl 
basis of the Mortuary Statistics of the City. Attention is called to the following e 
tract from the City Ordinances: * * * “He, the Registrar, shall supervise all ce 
tificates of death. If they are made out in proper form, he shall give a permit a 
thorizing the interment of the body, without which permit no sexton or person sha 
inter any dead body, under the penalty (not exceeding fifty dollars) provided in Se 
tion 49 of the Code of Ordinances. The form of certificate and nomenclature of di: 
eases to be described by the Board of Health. If the certificate be In any way defe 
tive it shall bd returned to the Physician signing the same for correction; and an 
Physician failing or refusing to give such certificate in proper form shall be liable t: 
the a provided in Section 49, Code of Ordinances.” 

mn “Ne 


MOBILE, ALA,, 


died on the 4 


Disease or Cause of Death < 


Contributory Cause 


ef. 


Place where contracted .....> 


Duration of JlIness ... 


Date of last visit ......... Se ‘ 


Pauper? Yes or No Ze. bara teva 


Attending Physician. 
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x CERTIFICATE OF DEATH Vor wre 
i TENNESSEE DEPARTMiNT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
\ BIRTH NO. VITAL RVCORDS : eee, 3798 


DATE OF DEATH monte, Dar, Teams 


JUNE 10,1982 


4 De 2. 


PIN . 
AGE—uat a om DATE OF BIRTH qucwrre Dav, rey | RACE were, pack, amenican mouan,| 0 
DIRTHOAY (YEARGD 


u_¢¢ jean ead ta Nov. 18,1915 |" WHITE 


COUNTY OF DEATH CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION DE CITY UMIT:, THOSPITAL OR OTHER INSTITUTION—NAME 


mt SHELBY |, MEMPHIS OPES HETHODIST HOST CENTENL™ 


BTATE OF: Biretet (ie eOT USA, CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY 5B ms RAIED, SURVIVING SPOUSE (1 WIFE, Orve MAIDEN MaseE) 

, MISSISSIPPI |, USA ac R'MARRIED | 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER SEAVICE ™ anwen Pomces USUAL OCCUPATION (erve mea OF wOmm DOME DURES MOST KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY 

""Z26 05 3541 | NO. RETIRED™ERAFF'IC McR. W.A. AVERY BODY COMPANY 
RESIDENCE—STATE COUNTY CITY, TOWN. OR LOCATION STREET AND NUMBER 


TENNESSEE i, SHELBY’ | MEMPHIS | 560 BELVEDERE 
FATHER—NAME MOTHER—MAIDEN NAME z 

», VALSIN P. DeJEAN MARY MUNDY 

BURIAL, CREMATION, REMOVAL, DATE TMOMTH, Day, YEAR® [CEMETERY OR CREMA” ORY—NAME 


OTHE? terecrm 


y= REM. FOR BUR. he JUNE 14, 1982 ee: ee 


FUNERAL DIRECTOR - Ricense NO. ye. ER a 
(sanaruna: P. oa 1a. sean Tree 
18a, - es ACAI EAL ‘yop, ot SZ 

FUNERAL HOME—NAME AND ADDRESS (STREET OF FLF.D. NO.. CITY OR TOW. STATE. FIP) Rone PER—S 


»MEIIS FUNERAL HOME!1177 .UiION MEMPHES JEN: 


PHYSICIAN—1 CaRTIFY THAT THE DEATH OCCURRED J SIGHATURE 
AT THE PLACE, Om THE DATE. AND DUE er 
‘TO THE CAUSEIS) STATED. = / 
‘ 


22a. 
MEDICAL EXAMINE R— ON THE BASS OF THE EXAMINATION OF THE BODY AHO/OR SIGNATURE 
INVESTIGATION, DEATH OCCURRED O% THE DATE AND DUE TO 
Toe CAUSES) STATED, 


23a. 

CERTIFIER—NAME,(TvF" pn pret) MAILING ADDRESS SIMIFT ON ALT.O WO 
{ Oo : : eae 

za. / SCA 7 a dD. _|ew. ONO» - 


25. PART 1. O€ATH WAS CAUSED BY: 


UE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF: 


(CONDITIONS, IF Aley. 
WHICH GAVE @rSE TO Lad 
IMASTOAATE CAUSE tal << Dug TO, OF AS A COMBEQUENCE OF: 
STATING THE UNDER 


La CAUSE LAST 
c) 


PART tl. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS: CoworTions CONTRIBUTING TO DEATH BUT NOT RELATED TO CAUSE Uven iN PART I (a) 


ACCIDENT, SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, 
OR UNDETERMINED (ster 

Za. 
INJURY AT WORK 
(OPECIFY YER OR NOH 


DATE OF INJURY [MonTH, Day, YEAmD [oescriee HOW INJURY OCCURRED 


27b. . 
PLACE OF INJURY AT HOME, Pam, STREET, FACTORY. 
OFFICE BLOG, ETC. (SPECIFY) 


27. M. 27d. 
LOCATION STAEET OR RFD WO CITY On TOWN stare 


aTe. 27f. 
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he avoided every’ “evil haunt, | ‘influence end ‘associate and 
applied himself - = - with the spirit of energetic industry 

that characterized” his life and won for him ‘the adtbration 
end respect. of ‘all who knew him ‘+ to- paving - & path to wealth 
and’ position for himself; Captein Pol conducted: a ‘ship build- 
ing business ‘for several years, and later formed .a partner- 
ship: ‘the Pol ahd Frentz Bhipbuilding Company ~ with Captain 
George Frents, | which existed at. the time of his death, Sep- 


When oabebie Pol had Seat" a faduddent about — 
years, the citizens of Pascagoula recommended that he be 
appointed, pilot commissioner, since he was thoroughly iden- 
tified with ‘bhe. welfare of the Port of Pascagoula and large- 
a ‘interested in it financially, since he owned a shipyard 
“and ‘vessels, Conversant with the harbor, river, passes, etce, 


“and of large and liberal views, and withal no politician, he 
was considered to be the man for the place. Appointed by the 


_ governor | of Mississippi, December 18, 1874, he served until 


H 
\ 
H 
4 


4 
\ 


So Jackson Paani, cay 


his death. Captain Pol had been Spanish ‘vice~consul at the 
Port of Pascagowla for! many years and at his death, Vincent 


“P. Ros became vice-consul of Spain at this port, (1) 


LOUIS: ‘Pe: DEJEAN iakcaeen was born in New. Orleans, 
‘Suntelana, August 18, 1859, a member of an aristocratic. 
.French’ family ; and-had- many-advantages' of education and so- 

* chal: position. In'1879, he married Miss, Julia Blanchand,. who 
died’ in '1911,. Valsin P. DeJean was, the only’ ‘child of this 
‘union.: Mr. DeJean ‘came to Pascagoula 4n 1884: and established 
‘the big. mercantile business here, which was a monument to 
his: venemgy and business ability. He was 4 wide-arake and pro- 


| gressive: business Tan and’ ‘citizen, and was always ‘ready to 


“do. his part in’ enty thing ‘for the ene of Haneaasurs 4 and 


; “He’ was loyal | é his caw, mate hohaieks in 
‘his business and private affairs, kind hearted, and but for 
him, many a poor family in this community might have felt 
the stress of hunger. Le. P. DeJean, oldest merchant and 
leading. citizen, died July. 15, 1915, and has“been constantly 
missed in this city, in whose business end commercial life 
he res. a. SoniBent figure. (2). 


“CADMUS H. ALLEY, born. July 18, 1836, Jeentet tn Jack= 


\gon. n,County, in Tay: iis was. married to. Tsael cial some 


tacts 3 Comgili, Fapcegoula, Misse 
” "Mable ‘T. Johnson, Ocean Springs, Miss. 
Flora Bilbo, Pascagoula,’ Miss. 


(2) Panes Chraniole-Star, July 17, 1915 
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Dear Wr. De Jean, ~~ 


‘ Eaclosed cheel: for forty dollars pays ry rent 
dsted sane sor that day so as to keep my records 
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GENTILE ELECTRIC COMPANY GENTILE ELECTRIC COMPANY 


EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL EVERYTHING ‘§LECTRICAL 


PHONE 56 
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WM. A. DAGGETT 


P..O. BOX 337 PHONE 242 
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To Mdse. . ' 
a- IG f ALSO 
40 | 
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208 N. PASCAGOULA STREET 
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Sisters of Perpetual Adoration — 
“Pascagoula, Miss. 
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See isin ceominte mest a eroneaene remanent 


Nass, Weel Days ; ® & 
Attendance Sunday School . & 
School Low fu 7 

yi Days Absent eerie ee, | 


\ | Hours Bardy ' ; i 
: te att A 4 


Denerbonent rm pe | y | 


Bible Mistory ta Ceacher. 

Neading Pastor. | i 
Writing 
Spelling 


Gramma, 


Lourposition 
Acithmnetic 
googeaphiy 


Wistorrs af 


Deawin y 


SS SOMES 
/ gi eeRs A “a4 
Waroic. / , 


Home. Sxercises 


jenerat Auevage of Monthly Work 


= 
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“8 WHITE & FORD 
e 


se 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


IAC AVHITE GULFPORT AND PASCAGOULA,MISS. 


PWAMTE RS Ho WHITE : Pascagoula, Miss., August 4th 1923 ; 


E.U.FORD 
PASCAGOULA,MISS. 


Messrs. Denny & Heidelberg, 


tt 


a City. 
Gentlemen:- 


; -I enclose herewith check to Mrs. M. M. DeJean 
.for $240.00 in full settlement of her rent claim against 
the Dierks-Blodgett Shipbuilding Company. 


As often advised you, the Dierks-Blodgett 
Shipbuilding Company have not made any effort to use the 
Hotel property for more than a year, and I do not know why 
Mr. DeJean persists in the idea that they have exercised 
any authority over it. The lease on that property expired 
long ago, according to its terms. 


‘The enclosed remittance of $240.00 is balance 
due on the lease of the lots near the Jane residence and pays 
the rent for the balance of the term. 


You will please advise your client that this 
payment of $240.00 lease money is without prejudice to the 
rights of the Dierks-Blodgett Shipbuilding Company $o recover 
the taxes that they paid by mistake on the Hotel property 
last year. 


Very truly yours, 
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“Staff photo/Anna Raiola 
torn down to make room for an exit ramp jor a proposed highy nae priege. 
over the Pascagoula River. 


DOESN'T WANT TO ‘MOVE Julia-Mae DeJean sits in her 


still in the planning stages, 
Miss DeJean and sever 
homeowners near her ar 
waiting for the first pilings to. 
driven into the ground to let the 
state highway department know 
they don’t want their houses torn 
down or moved in the name of 
progress. i eh 

A preliminary study of the — 
bridge shows that a south exit 


- DeJean said, 
Miss DeJean said neither she 
nor her neighbors were con- 
tacted about the proposed loca- 
tion of the ramp. She obtained 
the preliminary study from the 
Jackson County Board of 


ugh: 


Supervisors, which had been 


given the study after it was. 
conducted by an engineering 


firm. 

“Nobody contacted us about 
what they are going to do. We 
want to get the plans changed 


before they ever start,” she said. 


Miss DeJean denies that she 


and her neighbors are standing 


in the way of progress. ‘‘The 
high-rise bridge is all right, but 
we want them to relocate the 
ramp. Why does it have to come 
down Frederic Street? 

Miss DeJean’s home, built in 


1906 in the Queen Anne style by | 


her father Valsian Pierre De- 
Jean, home sticks out from the 
others on Frederic Street. An 
iron fence surrounds the house, 
and a breezy porch gives an 
inviting look. The windows have 
functional green shutters. The 


lawn is manicured to perfection. 
Inside, antique furniture, most 
dating back to the turn of the 
century and still in mint condi- 
tion, lines the walls of most of the 
15 rooms of the two-story house. 
Walls are covered with old 


family photos, framed ex-. 


quisitely. Fine crystal sits on the 
shelves. Chandeliers hang from 
the 14-foot ceilings. Most of the 
rooms have wainscoating and 
handcrafted transoms over the 
doors. 

Miss DeJean, who never mar- 
ried, has a collection of over 75 
dolls, most of them named, 
adorned in handcrafted dresses. 

Miss DeJean was crippled by 
an automobile accident in 1980 
and she relies on a wheelchair to 
get around. Her house features 
wide doorways and a big hallway 
See THREATENED...... Page 2-A >» 
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DeJEAN HOUSE ON Frederic Street, 
Pascagoula, is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, At one time, the house was in 
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Staff photo/Bill Starling 
danger of being demolished for the proposed 
high-rise bridge over the Pascagoula River. 


DeJean house is added 
to national register 


By MIKE WIXON 
Mississippi Press City Editor 

Last year Julia-Mae DeJean was successful in 
preventing a proposed multi-million dollar 
high-rise bridge over the Pascagoula River from 
turning her 87-year-old home on Frederic Street 
into kindling. 

She was touted in magazines, newspapers and 
television news programs across the South as 
“the little old lady who fought big government 
and won.” 

Now, Miss DeJean, 80, has successfully gotten 
her ‘home placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

She was informed of the selection recently by 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History, 

“Tm thrilled to death. This just makes my 
day,” said Miss DeJean, who was born in the 
home. 


The National Historie Register is the gov- 
ernment’s list of historically significant 
buildings and/or sites. Placement on the register 
is determined by significance because of 
architectural or engineering design or effects 
the site had on law, religion, transportation, 
government and historical individual’s life and 
such. 

For a home or site to be placed on the National 
Register it must meet a stringent list of 
requirements. Such things as remodeling or 
additions must be done as to not take away from 
the historical background, according to Betty 
Bensey, grants coordinator for the city of 
Pascagoula and a member of the Pascagoula 
Historical Preservation Society. 

Miss DeJean enlisted the services of Ocean 
Springs architect Bruce B. Tolar to get her 
application considered by the Department of 
Interior, National Parks Service. 

“T couldn’t have handled that by myself. He 
had to measure everything, make drawings, 
take pictures,”’ she said. 

“This is the first time I tried to get my house 
on the list. People had been asking me about it. 
So I hired an architect and we did it,” 


Miss DeJean’s home was built in 1906 by 
Ambrose Linder for her father, Valsian Pierre 
DeJean and his bride, May Mundy. DeJean 
owned and operated the family business on 
Krebs Avenue, DeJean and Mitchell General 
Merchandise and Ship Chandlery, established by 
his parents. He served as Jackson County 
Commissioner of Finance from 1919-40 and again 
from 1945-53. 

The Queen Anne style home sticks out from the 
other homes on Frederic Street. An iron fence 
surrounds the house, and a breezy porch gives an 
inviting look. Functional green shutters are on 
each side of floor-length windows that open onto 
the veranda, designed to allow the cool gulf 
breezes pass through. The lawn is manicured to 
perfection. 

Inside, antique furniture, most dating back to 
the turn of the century and still in mint condition, 
lines the walls of the 15 rooms of the two-story 
house. 

Walls are covered with old family photos, 
framed exquisitely. Fine crystal sits on the 


shelves. Chandeliers, original light fixtures, - 


hang from the 14-foot ceilings. Most of the rooms 
have wainscotting and handcrafted transoms 
over the doors. 

Miss DeJean, who was crippled by an 
automobile accident in 1980 and relies on a 
wheelchair to get around, has been hospitalized 
three times since October. But she says she is 
feeling much better and the honor for her home 
gives her new life. 

Thomas C. ‘‘Tommy’’ Wixon Jr., past 
president of the Pascagoula Historical 
Preservation Society, was delighted to hear the 
news about Miss DeJean’s home. He said the 
PHPS had been contacted by the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History about the 
home. 

“We told them it was wonderful and should 
have been done (placed on the Historic Register) 
before,’’ Wixon said. 

“We're delighted. It’s one of the greatest 
examples of a ginger bread home in town. It’s in 
mint condition, like her mother walked in as a 
bride.” 
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__.fwhere ene could buy ¢ 


\ By ARTHUR SMTH 

' Older residents of Pas eagowa 
;can recall the dependence every- 
one put on the “general store”! 
for every need of “man or 
beast” before retail merchandis- 
ing be came specialized. And 
they remember one of ire best 
and the largest in this area, the 
DeJean and Mitchel] Company 
nything 
from.a ‘‘needle to an anchor,” 
be one okister a it, and you 


2 Lcotl 


DeJean And Mitchell 


SU ae held Renal ctw! 


efore switching to wholesale 
tobaecos in 1946, Mr. Gulley 
had conducted a wholesale gro-; 
cery business which he started 
in 1925. He had succeeded the 
Allred -Hardy Company and! 
Miles Hardy, successively 
wholesale grocers, in the same 
building. At one time Adams 
Motor Company of Mohile did 
ibusiness there, 
ENGRMOUS SALES 
DeJean & Mitchell ent’ ed the 
century on a wave of pr si 


Landmark Going Down 


same story. Cole first worked in]and lard were ladled from tubs, 
ch store, then movea!“soda” erackers and big ginger 
ile drove a horse ard) snaps were counted out by hand 
wagon taking orders from crel-| from paper-lined boxes. Cheese 
jit cusiomers, and when he could|— it was tasty, Cole said — 
a telephone rel 
orders to the store. Anotherjcustomer asked for a nickel or 
wagon made deliveries. 
times Cole made deliverids.|knife sliced what he thought 
expected to be fir ed! was about it and missed, Usual- 
when he dropped a supply oflly too mucl.; so what? 

groceries in the water whon 
makisg a delivery to 2. cae 


the B 
uptown. 


find a 


Once he 


Fun Be be 


ed theleame in two-foot “wheels.” A 


Some-|dime’s worth, and the clerk’s 


NO CASH DRAWERS 
Even if ihey had any such 


General Store Prosperous In 1907 ( ays Is Se Town Down Today At Krebs Arc Frederic 


Alter Half A Century 


bookkeepe.’, Mi Rita Ev ans) cheese, fresh ginger snaps, red 
was anotlier reular employe,/soda pop and a flow of conver- 
and over the 2ars the firm|sation. 3 
was in. businessscores of other 
people workedn and out the 
cavernous buildg, 

Ed Colle rected this the hig 
“notion” busires of D&M, but 
he never workerin that section. 
Ladies mace mst of the cloth- 
ing worn oy iemselve: and 
their. farn jes se days and 
vere elves ng for “samp- 


You'll like the 
informality of 


The ub 
H : South Market 
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SUV abit eee 
DeJean & Mitchell entered the|making a denvery w @ onme,.—-— . 
; ; ; century on a wave of prosperily.jcraft over the old Boster pier|thoughts, clerks in the bigger!les’ cnppru atve sam sun 
€ could et i on credit, or They had branch stores in Par-!on the Beach, - 99). stores didn’t have a chance to/ous bolts'of cloi, in the store} Val, 
© "That fir m|cagoula (ihe Beach Section) an¢|% As beginners, they were faid|*knock down” a dime or two|They needed frins tings, too, |:po- 
went .0 Wt r6flin Biloxi. Ship’ chandlery wts|$2 a week, socn raised to’ $2.50. |io take their sweeties to: th'e|Collé uid = lac, Tigbons,' - Where ‘Friends Meet 
business abouf}an important part of theirj|Coie didn’t stay on, but Cole|hippodrome or the drug: store. | buttors, patterns,ete. ad most) . 
11915, according|sales. Soon war broke out .n{became a clerk at $50-a moath|Those who had families w-e'r e/ general’ stores tried to \ecom- 


jfrom a “needle to an anchor,” | 
as one oldster put it, and you 


Fp reese crene ae 
y El Rancho) 


\e- fo Miss Julia|Europe, transportation was im-|before he quit. Top monthly pay |too tired anyway, and had pre- modse them. | : 

is Mae DeJean, a|proved, and merchandising was|for senior employes was not|cious little time off. Lo’s of folks still warn fo.the ae Boe 
ve gradd - daugh-|entering an era of specialization]much more.. Bene “They worked behind counters|old ‘general stoce.’ There ne | _ SATURDAY 
Se ter of one of the|in groceries, clothing, hardware,| Cole and Colle had other|and the silver coins that came could always find tasty. ht GH 

58 artners who/pread, meat and other items.| problems. One was keeping the|across (there wasn’t muchi pn. A mnt | ‘ ures. 
a, md founded . the|This drained business from the! potato on the spouts of kero-|folding money) were put in a hee TERRACE CUR the muse Gt 
st|business sometime in the late/general stores, which began to|sene cans to prevent ruining the|container and propelled upward "Rest t dd’ Lande 3° Don Ladnier 
e|1880’s. They were Louis P.|decline. loosely bagged and wrapped|by spring action on a wire to estauranf ana Longe « ¢)- and the: 


e 
Open At G A.M. For Brikfast 
d|DeJean who came to Pascagou- 3a 


Mr. DeJean died in 1915, and! grocery items. There wasn’t tle|the cashier who returned the/} itoaks — chicken — ‘afood Premieres 
la (then Scranton) from Ne w|DeJean & Mitchell went out of/ fancy labeling and double-wrap-|change. ‘bandwiches —-, Orders @ Go ; 
it|Orleans, and Edmond Mitchell,| business. His son, Valsin P. De-|ping the housewife - expects}. For many years, Miss Aniese; anes Terrace Hs 


1-|a French - Canadian, who hadjJean, opened his own store 0M! these days. 


Walker, now living in Biloxi 
prospered in the stevedoring|/Krebs Avenue which he operat- 


: : : Merchants scooped dry foods|with a sister, Mrs. Vincent 
business, but was never an ac-jed until he became city clerk,i trom parrels and white pine|Tucie, was the dependable 
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They erected the two - story 
j-|60x120 foot building at the corn- 
jer of Krebs Avenue and Fred- 
t.jeric Street, and through its 
i-|big front doors the populace 
ejentered to buy whatever the 
e| world’s markets afforded. Out 
i¢|the back doors and from ware- 
‘.|houses subsequently added went 
soft, hard and edible merchan- 
9 dise to be delivered locally and 
g{to Moss Point: and Escatawpa 
)]in five horse - drawn wagons. 
Mr. DeJean bought canned veg- 
etables, principally tomatoes, in 
,|carload lots and supplied smal- 
r|ler stores. 
ooc...LAST OCCUPANT 
Timeworn, forlorn and vacant 
for a year, the old building has 
been bought by Doyle Germany 
who is taking it down and will 
use the best of the heart pine 
material io build a home for 
_{his family in the Pinecrest sec- 
tion. 
it} The last occupant was the 
a]jC&G Tobacco Company owned 
ye/20d operated by Walter R. Gul- 
id|4ey and Sons, On Sept. 27, 1966, 
the business and building were 
;Sold to the Carr - Williams To- 
ibacco Company of Jackson, 


ee re od 


é 


jtion at North Pascagoula Streetithe job. — 


bs AVenue... See 


seb kel alo TTY 


Of course, DeJean & Mitchell 
were not without competitors in 
general merchandising. An old 
issue of the Democrat-Star re- 
veals that in 1894 W. M. Canty, 
C. H. Alley, J.B. Clayton ad- 
vertised for their share of the 
payrolls produced by the fish- 
eries, sawmills and maritime 
operations, An.ad of the D&M 
Co. of 1893 offered ‘Ship Chand- 
lery, Fancy Groceries, Dry 


tion Guaranteed.” 
LONG. HOURS 


call their jobs with D&M. They 
were that era’s idea of what to- 
day’s employment agencies and 
society think should be provided 
for youths in the summer or any 
other time to help them on the 
way to college or ic grow up 
under vocational training. 

The difference: these young- 
sters, J. Oliver Cole and Ed A. 
Colle, showed up at D&M at 7 


Il pretty much the 


Goods, Notions, Feed, Paints, iA 
Hardware, Tinware, Crockery, |p 
Boots and Shoes, Etc.” Then, |B} 
“Patronage Solicited, Satisfac- 


Two active Pascagoulans re-/§ 


1- 

‘o 

dj|tive partner. Mr. DeJean was|a position he held until his | boxes, Colle said, and weighed|cashier at D&M, and Miss Oli- 
1,|the experienced merchandiser. jdeath.  .. : : 


them,. often carelessly. Butter!via Delmas was a_ longtime 
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SHIRLEY MacLAINE 
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a.m., and were permitted to if 
leave 12 hours later, On Satur- |% 
days, the company provided 
i who are continuing the C&G To-|them with supper and required [fe 
bacco Company in a new loca-|another three or four hours on| j 
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M. L. ‘Dedoan At Rectory Ceremony 


} 
A widding ‘of much inter est in; 
Aaa te other coast cities | jand Vernon DeJean, 
was that of Miss Myrtle Stano- Following the reception 
vich, daughter of Mrs. Govnee|? nd, Mes. 
Battaya of: Biloxi, 


Miss ‘Mi ‘Myrtle Stanovich. Weds Valsin| 


Mr. 
DeJean departed for a 
honeymoon along the coast. “he 


Fo TieTiae . eet of: Mr,.and. Mrs. pwore | a traveling - suit of brown 


f 
| 
1 
H 
' 
i 
j 
{ 
j 
i 
1 


to Valsin M. \ 


iV. P...DeJean of Pascagoula, | and white accessories -and-. 
l eahielt was solemnized at the rec- i shoulder: cor sage of vellow roses. 
tory of the Our Lady of. Victories! Following her graduation from 
church in Pascagoula at 4 o'clock} the Biloxi High school Mrs. De- 
on the afternoon ar Peres i dean has been employed as book- 
June 27. keeper at Weolworth’s -in Biloxi 
The. double-ring ° ceremony was! for the past six years, 
conducted ‘by the Rev. P. J. Ca-) Mr. 
rev in the presence of relatives | ! i Ingails to enter the’ service shout 
and close friends, | three vears previous to the con- 
The bride was attired in a cos-' clusion of the war and served with 
tume suit of old rose with w hich | such distinction in the navy that 
she wore white accessories. An vhe is the recipient of several med- 
arm. bouquet..of. Columbia roses 


inls.a ‘and battle starg..On_ his. dis: 
completed the handsome ensem- | charge from the service he re- 
ble. . é ; 

Her 


iturned to Ingalls. 
He and Mrs, DeJean will reside 
quette of Biloxi, 
white accessories 


‘ : 
BEATRICE LYNN 


d Mis: Lynn 
nce Troth Of 
2atrice,Lynn 


bridesmaid, Miss Vera Ja-| 
wore blues with: 
and her flow-: 


ata home on Frederic street, Pas- 
cagoula, 


.Mrs, Will -G. Lynn ofiers were a shoulder corsage of| ete 

r-anmounce the engages} pink -carnmatlons. renee ned _WHITE- MADDOX. ‘NUPTIALS. 

approaching marriage | ‘The groom was attended by) ee 8, => 4 
‘his brother, Morris “DeJean. of; Miss Margie Madaok, daugh- 


ughter, Beatrice, to Mr. | New Orleans, as best man. 
‘d Baxter, son of Mr. | At the conclusion of-the cere-} of gs, 
Jennis Baxter of Luce- | mony the briday party repaired) Dubre White, son of Mrs. B. L. 
ito the home of Mr. ae Mrs. V. P. | | White, Forest Grove, Oregon, 
‘ DeJean where an informal- recep-. were married Saturday night-at 
tion was held. ‘the home of the bride’s parents 
ning, June 14. | Here Mrs. DeJean” was assisted | by the Rev. R. C. Ryan, pastor 
r-ceremony, the youn€) in welgoming guests by Mrs. ‘of the Baptist church of Ocean 
t spend a few days at: Battaya, mother of the bride. The | Springs, Attendants were’ Mr. 
-—Vista-—hotel —in—Bi-+-¢ormer was smartly gownedin cand Mrs.S-Do-Denham. Imme- 
“cerise with which she wore whit® | diately after the ceremdny the 
ter. has recently been! carnations. Mrs. Battaya ware | eau! e left by. automobile for 
from the Army Air a pink and black print dress with; California and then to Oregon 
'a white carnation corsage. | Where they will’ reside. 
| In the dining room the nine- " 
tiered wedding cake was cut by: 
rtment spent $125,000,-! the bride and groom after which, 
sic research and long-| it was served with punch by the | 
lopment programs. ‘daughters of the host and hostess, 
—— —---- Mrs William Smith and Miss Mar-; California was the first state 
J. T., guerite DeJean and Mesdames west of the Mississippi to pro- 
Monroe. | Morris DeJean of New Orleans, | duce oil in commercial quantities, 


[ter of Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Johnson 
Ocean Springs, - and-— Edwin. 


iding- will take” place | 


There are about 2,000 varieties 
»Of sovbean grown throughout the 
+ world, 


he war the Army Ord- | 


s, J. C. Hassell, 
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: DEFLANDERS, LOUIS 
py DEFLANDER, R. 
. DEFLANDERS, RAMAS 


DEJEAN, L. P. 


DEJEAN, L. P. 


DEJEAN, VAL 


DEJEAN, VALSEE 


@ DELCOMYN, ALBERT 


On List, Scranton Post Office 1892 
On List, Scranton Post Office 1892 
Death Records of Jackson Co, MS 


Died 26 Aug 1932, age 50. Colored. 
Buried in St. Paul Cemetery. 


S2 T8 R6 Scranton School Enum 1890-91 
White, Parent/Guardian of: 

DEJEAN, VAL 10 WM 

S2 T8 R6 Seranton School Enum 1894-95 


White, Parent/Guardian of: 


DEJEAN, VALSEE 14 WM 

MITCHELL, JOE 9 WM 

JONES, JULIA 9 WF 

Scranton School Enum 10 WM 1890-91 
Par/Guar: L. P. DEJEAN 

Scranton School Enum 14 WM 1894-95 


Par/Guar: L. P. DEJEAN 


Death Records of Jackson Co, MS 

Born 1875, died 30 Mar 1928. 

Buried in Machpelah Cemetery. 

Also...On Death Record of 

Lloyd Higgins Henderson Delcomyn in 1916, 
*Father: Albert Delcomyn 

Mother: Willie Howell, b. Three Rivers, MS. 
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Presented to them by 
their mother and father 
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MORRIS MC. DEJEAN 


Branch of service: Merchant Marine 
Parents’ name: Mr. and Mrs. V. P. DeJean. 
Address: Pascagoula, Miss. 

Where and when born: Pascagoula, Miss. 
May 5, 1918. 

Married. Children: One. 

Wife's name: Fern DeJean. 

Schools attended: Pascagoula High and 

Miss. State College. 

Entered service: July 15, 1945. 


V. L. M. DEJEAN 
flank: MM 1/c—Branch of service: Navy 
Parents’ name: Mr. and Mrs. V. P. DeJean. 
Address: Pascagoula, Miss. 
Where and when born: Pascagoula, Miss. 
Feb. 6, 1911. 
Single. 
Schools attended: Pascagoula High and 
Convent School. 
Entered service: Jan. 30, 1942. 


— 219 — 


VERNON P. DEJEAN 


B.anch of service: Army Transport 
Parents’ name: Mr. and Mrs. C. P. DeJean. 
Address: Pascagoula, Miss. 

Where and when born: Pascagoula, Miss. 
Feb. 16, 1921. 

Married. Children: One. 

Wife’s name: Christine DeJean. 

Schools attended: Pascagoula Migh and 
Convent and Miss State College. 

Entered service: 1943. 
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DEJEAN 

-- Julia Mae H. DeJean, 
88, of Pascagoula, Miss., died 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2001, in 

’ Pascagoula. She was born 
Nov. 7, 1912 in Pascagoula 
and has been a lifelong resi- 
dent. She retired from Biloxi 
V.A. Hospital where she was 
a secretary for the chief of 
surgery for approximately 25 
years. She was a member of 
Our Lady of Victories 
Catholic Church in 
Pascagoula, Sodality of 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
A.R.P.H.E. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Valsin and Mary DeJean; 
three brothers and one sister, 
V.L.M., Morris M. and Ver- 
non P. DeJean, Margueriete 
E. DeJean. 
Survivors include her brother, 
Patrick K. DeJean, Memphis, 
Tenn.; seven nieces and 
nephews, Heywood Valsin 
Alen, Mac, and G. Brian 
DeJean, Brenda Coovert, 
Sharon Freeman, and Jean 
P. DeJean; numerous great 
nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will be Wednes- 
day, Jan. 24, 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
at O'Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home in Pascagoula. Rosary 
will be recited at 7 p.m. 

Funeral mass will be 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 11 a.m. at 
O.L.V. in Pascagoula with 
Father Gerard Cleary offici- 
ating. 

Entombment will be in 
Greenwood Cemetery, 
Pascagoula. 

Pallbearers will be-Valsin 
Alen DeJean, G. Brian 
DeJean, Heywood P. DeJean, 
Pat Wilson, Bob Wagner and 
Clayton Davidson. 

In lieu of flowers, memo- 
rials may be made to her 
church, Our Lady of Victories 
Catholic Church, Pascagoula. 

Arrangements by 


4 prose 
, 


O’Bryant-O'Keefe Funeral . 


ome, Paseca 
: goula, Mj 
www.legacy.com Miss. 
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learned of het 
L, P. DeJean from appoplexy.-.- | 
@ was_bdin” cin—New- -Onleang,. 
Lat, August 18, 1859 and came.to! 
Sagoula. In_.18877~ He Tourded 
Wwhat ‘waa known. as The DeJean: & 


"Mitchell Co,, ir 1885 and success- 
fully conducted that business -undet 
“that name untll recently, when‘he - 
started business in connection wlth 
-his-son-known-as-b-PBeJean&, 
Son He was married to Miss Julia 
Blanchard; ;daughter of Mrzand Mrs. 
Peter: Blanchard ‘in-}879,-who died 
Saturday; —July =20;71912- which" 
— union was blessed “with “nie child; ' 
i Mr. V. P>DéJean. The funeral: 
took_place—from—the—residence—of | 
his son Mr, V. Pe DeJean this (Fri-i 
day) afternoon at 3 p. m.,-proceed- 
ing to the-Ghurch-of- Our-Lady—ot 
“Victorres ence — Co Pascagouln 
Cemetery for intermeat; Rev. Father 
B. O'Reilly officiating. The funeral 
was followed by a long concourse of 
relatives and. frends showing the 
esteem In which he was held, He 
was one of the city’s most progres- 
sive and successful citizens and was 
noted for his many acts of charity, - 
Resides a sony Mt, VP, DeJdgan, 
ant thie ty he dere feo sisters, 
Mesdames, GG Chaussard and. Gi, 
Dutruch bath of Ney Oileans, and 
several pieces, nephews and cgnind: 
childien. The Denne rat-Slar exe 


icndy Waympathy to the bereaved: 


Ones, i : 


— = = 


vans We ahold Calvan i 
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8 \ oars. Vioucd , Pete As 


cence, 


JSon.az itd 
Psrageuls, 


& PAO eek 6 Shoe 


Say. Semmens an (send 


- Peter Blanchard. ; 

* One of the oldest, ag‘ well” ‘as “the 
best kifown, residents of Pascagoula 
[Gled at the home of his grandson, Mr. | 
Valein P. DeJean, in this alty. “na 

. Friday morning, January loth, mt 8:45 

o'clock, at the aweot 83 years, 8 mooths 

‘aod 15 days ‘ The funeral tonk place 

Saturday evening at 2:90 o'clook, from 

Mr. DeJcan'e residence, proceeding to 

the Church of Our Lady of Victorier, 

and thenee tu Reacazoula wemetery 

for luaterment. 

Deceased wasa native nf Montreal, 
Quebec, | Canada, but td resited in 
Pascagoula for the past thirty-five 
years, belog one of the early eettlers, 
and had accumaluted large property 
boldiogs. Hie wife had preceded Bim 
to the wrave but a short time . 
, .He ia survived by three sona, Mesare. 
| Willlam, Peter aod Joseph Blanchard, 
ae well as fourteen gracdchlidrea and, 
twelve great grandchildren, * : 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy Department 
Obituaries 1900-1919 

47 


50 of 53 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
DeJean Family History 


Blanchard, Mowry Bran 


Som. 2G. Loe 


eten Qoula 
De YO OLVaAt = Stay 


Mrs. Mary Ann Blanchard: | 


Mies Mary At Blanebira; ier 


Haley, wife of Mr. Peter Blanchard, 
died ut the residence of her daughter, 
Mrs. L. P. De Jean, at & o'clock 


Jlast Saturday afternoon, after'an. il}- 


ness extending over fifteen, months 

She was 76 yearsof age She wag a 
native of Harlem, N Y, but moved. 
to. New Orleans at the aye uf six re 

siding the other seventy-tireé years 
of ber life fo New Orleans and this 
city. “She was a resident of Pastn../ 


jgoula far tpwenby-nine years, and. was) 


the largest fadividual property holder. 
in the city. .For a number of years 
‘ebe.was Iq business fn New Orleans. 


{Joseph Blanchard and “Mrs. L, P-Di 
Jean; fifteen gragdchildren and eleven 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy Department 
Obituaries 1900-1919 
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Home spared — 


Miss jean a credits prayers — i 
for change in high-rise offramp 


* By TOM DONNELLY 
Mississippi Press Business Editor. 

- Julia-Mae DeJean says prayer 
kept her home of almost 80 years 
on Frederic Street from giving 
way to an off-ramp coming down 
from the planned high-rise 
bridge over the Pascagoula 
River. The high-rise is slated to 
replace the present drawbridge: 

. “Twas delighted,’’ she 
exclaimed Wednesday after 
Southern District Highway 
Commissioner Ronnie Shows 

. told her a tentative new route for 
the ramp has been worked out Bye 
State engineers. — 

Shows, his wife and menipers” 
of his staff made a trip to Miss 
DeJean’s home Weducsdes. to 
relate the good news to her.- 


“The Lord has blessed me all 


of my. life, and it looks like He is 


still blessing me, because I dida 


lot of praying about this,” she 
declared. 

Shows and. his. party. did Hee 
drop in on her unexpectedly. She: 
knew they were coming, but she 
had no foreknowledge of the 


message they would deliver. —-— 


“Lynn Lofton, Ronnie Shows” 
public relations director;-called- 
me Tuesday. She said Ronnie 
had told them about my home. 
that he was impressed with it. 

“She-said they_were coming to." 
a meeting here this morning 
(Wednesday). .. that they would 

like to come by. » 

About 10 homes, one on Live 
Oak Avenue and the others on 
Frederic Street, would have 
been affected by the off-ramp. 


Miss DeJean said other pro- — 


perty owners she contacted after 
Shows’ visit to her home were 
equally delighted. “They all felt 
the same way that I did.” 


Miss DeJean was near to des . 


spair i in March when she learned 
that an off-ramp planned by the 
Highway Department was going 
to take her front yard, as well as 
part of her home, © 

She has lived in the same 
house at 3630 Frederic St. , Since 
the gay Ue i birth: Nov. 1 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


DeJean Family History 


poe .uy 


Blas ns COLLECTION 


"pO NOT CIRCULATE 


Tein rer stents i 


cember of 1908, and they came 
here. She came here as a bride.”’ 


~~ At-his-press—conference in fourth-house on Frederic Street 
south of U:S> 90:Several-of the. 
homes south of hers may not | 


Pascagoula Wednesday, Shows 
spoke of the historic value of. all 
_the homes in the two-block 
stretch of Frederic Street, which 


runs south from U. S. 90 to Krebs~ 


Avenue... 
All the property owners on 
Frederic Street would have seen 


life-long memories quickly | 


blotted. out by modern. 
machinery. : 
For Miss. DeJean,. the trauma 
would have been compounded. ~ 
She has been confined to a 
wheelchair since 1980 because of 
a nearly fatal traffic accident. 


“TI had to install ramps at my _ 


home after the accident. Then I 
‘have special facilities in my 
bathroom, too. All of this was 
S _ costly. . Another reason I hated to — 


old lady IS, 


; 2-A—Mississippi Press/Thursday, June 25, { 


See heceyanse-riinee 


_ HOME SPARED — Seater District ape: COnSSOEE Fonnie: area 
Shows is showr-talking to. Miss Julia-Mae Dejean earlier this year whenit:. 
was thought that her house on Frederic Street along wittr others may---— 
have to be torn down to make way for the offramp from the planned. 
high-rise across the Pascagoula River. Buton Wednesday he told her the _. 

* State Highway Department has:come up-with: an: alternate plan. She has 
lived on Frederic Street for more ae 79. years. 


wohl sndtmtsion. anisms east 


Oe my home is.because I di aT 


home Built at See nee have any structural” 


and mother married in De- — changes made. It'is quite otd;'~ 


she said. 
Miss Dedean’ s Wome is the 


have been ordered removed by . 
the state. But Miss DeJean said, 


“The ramp would have come - 


right up to them. They couldn’t . 
possibly: have lived there with - 
that ramp.” 

 She’s Fecewved a lot of ‘media. 
attention since some of the 
‘homes on Frederic Street were 
- targeted for removal because of | 
‘the ramp.Through it all, 


however, she has’ managed to 
keep her sense of humor. . 


“I will be on television again. 


tonight, The last time I was on 
-_ there, I said, ‘I wonder who that 
she looks 110 years. 
old. It was me,’ Miss DeJean 


Said with. a laugh 


Sided RCA 


gece (Sok eS Ce 
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Anna Garcia 


Jandee Harvey 
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Sara Jasper 


Carrie Patterson 


Melissa St. Amant 
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Mercy Cross High graduates class of 1993 


BILOXI — Leo Trahan, prin- 
cipal of Mercy Cross High 
School, has announced Co- 
Valedictorians for the graduat- 
ing Class of 1993. 

Co-Valedictorians were 
selected because there are five 
seniors with the same 
cumulative grade point average. 
The Co-Valedictorians are Anna 
Garcia, Jandee Harvey, Sara 
Jasper, Carrie Patterson and 
Melissa St. Amant. 

Anna Garcia has been a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, the Key Club, the 
Science Club and the girls 
varsity volleyball team. She is a 
member of the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in D’Iberville. 

She has been an all A honor 
roll student and has received 
academic excellence awards in 
math, English, social studies, 
biology and chemistry. Anna will 
begin her studies in computer 
science at Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College. Anna is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ramon 
Garcia of D’Iberville. 

Jandee Harvey is an all A 
honor student and has received 
many academic awards. She is 
the recipient of the Woodmen of 
the World Award for Outstand- 
ing Proficiency in American 
History, the third place award in 
the Knights of Columbus essay 
contest, the International 
Foreign Language Award and 


the Biloxi Exchange Club Stu- 
dent of the Month. 

Jandee has been a member of 
the National Honor Society, the 
French Club (treasurer), Science 
Club, yearbook staff (co-editor), 
Federation of Christian Athletes 
and Nativity BVM Cathedral 
CYO. She has been a member of 
the girls volleyball team, re- 
ceiving the best server award, 
and the girls basketball team. 
Jandee will attend the Un- 
iversity of Mississippi where she 
plans to major in biology. 
Jandee is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Reggie D. Harvey of 
Biloxi. 

Sara Jasper is the recipient of 
academic awards in geography, 
English, analytical geometry, 
Latin II, biology and advanced 
biology. She is a consistent honor 
roll student and is a member of 
the National Honor Society. Sara 
has been a member of the 
Campus Ministry Team, the 
Science Club, Key Club, Lady 
Crusaders Club, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (treasurer), 


Spirit Club, Catholic Youth Or- 
ganization (secretary and pre- 
sident) and Mayor’s Youth 
Council. 

She has served as class 
treasurer for two years and was 
a Biloxi Area Council of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber 
of Commerce Student of the 
Month. Sara has lettered in 


basketball, softball and 
volleyball. She is the daughter of 
Lt. Col. and Mrs. John Jasper. 
Sara plans to attend Christian 
Brothers University in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee where she will 
study English and secondary 
education. 

Carrie Patterson is the 
daughter of Lt. Col. (Ret.) and 
Mrs. Robert Patterson of Biloxi. 
She is treasurer of the Mercy 
Cross Student Council, editor of 
the yearbook and has been a 
continuous all A honor roll stu- 


dent: She has been a member of ..- 


the National Honor Society, 
Crusader Marching Band (drum 
major), concert band (student 
conductor), Quiz Bowl team, 
French Honor Society, Science 
Honor Society, Campus Ministry 
Team, Biloxi Mayor’s Youth 
Council, Drama Club, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
and Our Lady of Fatima C.Y.QO. 


Carrie has received the 
Bausch and Lomb Science 
Award and numerous academic 
awards. She was a state finalist 
in the Century III Leadership 
Competition. Carrie was 
selected to participate in 
Mississippi Governor’s School. 
She has been a member of the 
girls basketball and volleyball 
teams and has served as softball 
team manager and junior high 
basketball statistician. Carrie 


plans to pursue a medical degree 
in pediatrics and will begin her 
undergraduate studies at Van- 


_derbilt University this fall. 


Melissa St. Amant is an all A 
honor roll student and a member 


“of the National Honor Society. 


She has been a member of the 
Key Club, Mayor’s Youth 


‘Council, French Honor Society, 
“Campus Ministry team, French . 


Club (secretary), Who’s Who 
Among American High School 


Students and Nativity BVM 


Cathedral Youth Ministry. 
Melissa has received 
academic awards in analytical 


_geometry, English, advanced 


biology, geography and com- 
puter science. She was a de- 
legate to Mississippi Girls State, 
a representative to the Diocesan 
Youth Council, a Children’s In- 
ternational Summer Village In- 
terchange Student to Mexico 


-City, a USA Girl Delegate to 


CISV Seminar Camp in Brazil, 
and CISV junior counselor at 
International Village. Melissa 
will begin her undergraduate 
studies at Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College. 

The commencement exercises 
and graduation liturgy will be 
Saturday, June 5, at 11 a.m. at 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Church in 
Ocean Springs. 

Candidates for diplomas are: 
Michael L. Adams, Trina A. 
Blanchard, Jennifer Cathleen 


Brazil, Emily Kate Burke, Kristi 
Suzanne Callender, Nicole 
Canonici, Frank Nicholas Coiro, 
James Edward Corley III, 
Melissa Louise Downing and 
Marie Eileen Eckert; 

Also, Amy Elizabeth Ford, 
Owen Samuel Freeland, Anna 
Maria Garcia, Jolynn Judith 
Gonsoulin, Eddie Martin 
Graham, Jandee Marie Harvey, 
Sara Rebecca Jasper, Marsha 
Dawn Jones, Melissa Gabrialle 
Kincke and Julie Michelle Klein; 

Also, Tammy Ruth Kuljis, 
Christina Marie Landry, Clifton 
John Landry, Paul Joseph 
Landry, Jaimee Marie 
Langlinais, Lindsay Susan 
Miller, James Brian Morgan, 
Steven Troy Mosher, Steven 
Michael Mowrey and Meggan 
Elizabeth Miller; 


Also, Carrie Louise Patterson, 
Stephanie Elizabeth Perry, 
Katherine Ann Pisarich, Tristan 
Bradley Plaisance, Peter Joseph 
Quave Jr., Rachel Michelle 
Richard, Tanya Marie 
Rodriguez, Melissa Ann St. 
Amant, Norma Lynn Shelton and 
Micah J. Smith; 


Also, Nenad Spiranec, 
Windfield Scruggs Swetman III, 
Nguyet-Anh Thi Tran, Renee 
Catherine Tucei, Clayton Alan 
Wasilenko and James Scott 
Wilson. 
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